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E.O. 11652N/A 
TAGS: ESTC, GW 

SUBJECT: EMPLOYMENT OF U.S. ORIGIN HELICOPTERS BY FRG 
FIRM IN VIETNAM 

1 . LUFT-TRANSPORT -DIENST GMBH KG ( LTD HELICOPTERS), 

STUTTGART, HAS BEEN REQUESTED BY AN FRG OIL COMPANY 
ENGAGED IN OIL EXPLORATION OFF THE VIETNAMESE COAST TO 
SUBMIT A BID FOR OIL-DRILLING PLATFORM SUPPLY OPERATIONS 
BY HELICOPTER. AS LTD WOULD BE USING SELF-OWNED OR 
CHARTERED U.S.-PRODUCED HELICOPTERS (BELL OR SIKORSKY), 

THEY HAVE INQUIRED WITH THE EMBASSY ABOUT THE NECESSITY 
OF OBTAINING PRIOR USG APPROVAL FOR SUCH USE. ACCORD- 
ING TO LTD, THESE HELICOPTERS WOULD BE EMPLOYED ONLY 

BY THEMSELVES, AND WOULD NOT BE SOLD TO VIETNAM. 

2. PLEASE ADVISE ASAP WHETHER USG APPROVAL IS RE- 
QUIRED IN SUCH A CASE, AND, IF SO, WHAT CORRECT PROCE- 
DURE IS. 
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